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Welcome to the world of
access and benefit-sharing (ABS)

Follow this path if you are using non-human biological material
from outside Germany for research.

There are to the ABS world. The
first part is made up of the

inthe
country where the material originally comes
from. The second part is made up of the

Check where the material
comes from. Does that
country have ABS laws?

Remember to comply
with other laws, e.g.
nature protection laws.

Keep in mind!

Even if the country has signed the Nagoya
Protocol, you can leave the ABS world if there
are no national ABS laws.

Check whether these Does the ABS law cover
laws apply to you! your material?

Does the ABS law cover what you
are doing with the material?

Does the ABS law cover when you
got the material?

There might be a

or the ABS rules might be
included in
If these laws don't apply to you,
you can leave the ABS world.

Keep a record about why
ABS does not apply!

Obtain ABS permits first and
then you can start your
research

TipS! Time to use our check list to build your ABS strategy:
+ Check the to do list before start.

« Define your research needs.

+ Identify which benefits you can offer during negotiation.

« Plan for the future to avoid bureaucracy.

The ABS process is different in
every country. You may need permit
and to sign a benefit-sharing
agreement. Sometimes there are
for academic
researchers. The process could be
much easier than it looks at first!

Comply with your ABS
permit. If you don't, you
could be sanctioned by the
country where the material
came from. You also have
to comply with your
benefit-sharing agreement!

Access and
benefit-sharing
systems work!
Check it out!

Tell us how your project contributed
with benefits to the provider country!
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The world of access and
benefit-sharing (ABS) (continued)

Compliance obligations in the EU
are additional to ABS obligations
in the provider country.

Check if you have
additional obligations
in the European Union!

The material contains DNA and

rivativ nzymes etc.?

Are you doing research on the genetic and/or
biochemical composition of the material?

Was the material originally obtained
on or after 12 October 2014?

Is the provider country
a Nagoya Protocol Party?

You still have to comply
with your ABS permit and
benefit-sharing obligations.

Nothing more required in the European Union!
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Check whether you need
to submit a due diligence
declaration!

Tell us how your project contributed
with benefits to the provider country!

Non-commercial researchers submit their due

diligence declaration they have got all their
Submit your declaration through the material and their research ends. The due
online portal - it's easy! diligence declaration is if the

research is third party (public or private) funded.

If you develop a product, an

is required in the

These last steps to
compliance are compulsory
for everyone.

i Comply with the obligations in
your ABS documents.

M Keep the documents for 20 years after
your research ends, as required by law.

M Transfer the documents to third parties
who receive the material from you.

v Support user checks by the

competent authority. ﬂ
What can BfN do in cases

of non-compliance?

Congpratulations!

Your research made a
contribution to support
conservation and sustainable
use of biodiversity in the
country where the material

You have successfully

eliminated the risk to your
reputation and the risk of
legal consequences from

non-compliance.
came from.
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